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beginning to control it, to perish in tropical swamps.
Yet it sank lower and lower into contempt, and died
without a struggle. There are not many of the
charges brought against Napoleon Bonaparte which
are altogether unjust, but he must at any rate be
acquitted of having destroyed a Eepublic, if by ar
Republic is to be understood a free government.
What he destroyed was a military tyranny, for this
had been the character of the French Government
since the September of 1797; and he substituted for
this military tyranny another still severer and in-
finitely more respected.

As a matter of fact, there is no doubt that the
credit of American Republican institutions, and of
such institutions generally, did greatly decline through
the miserable issue of the French experiment. The
hopes of political freedom, which the Continental coin-
^unities were loth to surrender, turned in another
direction, and attached themselves exclusively to
Constitutional Monarchy. American publicists note
the first fifteen years of the present century as the
period during which their country was least respected
abroad and their Government treated with mos^ con-
tumely by European diplomacy.2 And just 'when
the American Federation was overcoming the low

2 See the language employed by Canning, as lately ask 1821,
in conversation with John Quincy Adams, then American Milnister
in London (Morse's Life of J. Q. Adams, p.